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Key National Security Issues
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- National Security Framewprk.—.'[f IME

by

. Current National Debt — 2024: $37.61 Trillion (est.)




Federal Debt Held by the Public

1

900 to 2051

Federal debt held by the public is projected to equal 202 percent of gross domestic
Product (GDP) in 2051, and the deficit is projected to equal 13 percent of GDP.
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Data Source: Congressional Budget Office.
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See www.cbo.gov/publication/56977#data.

In CBO's projections,
federal debt held by
the public reaches 107
percent of GDP
(surpassing its
historical high) in 2031
and continues to
climb.

Growing deficits are
projected to drive
federal debt held by

the public to
unprecedented

levels over the next 30
years. By 2051, debt is
projected to reach more
than 200 percent of gross
domestic product.



Most of Budget Goes Toward
Defense, Social Security, and
Major Health Programs

Defense and international security assistance: 16%
Social Security: 24%

Medicare, Medicaid,
—— CHIP, and marketplace
subsidies: 26%

Safety net programs: 9%
Interest on debt: 6%

..
.........
. .
- .
-
.

Benefits for federal retirees
and veterans: 8%

Transportation infrastructure: 2% ——

Education: 2% h
Science and medical research: 2%—‘

Non-security international: 1% ‘
All other: 3%

Source: 2016 figures from Office of Management and
Budget, FY 2018 Historical Tables
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International Law

f

* International law refers to a bod#qf rules derived from
customs or treaties, which nations recognize as binding in their
relations with one another. ./,

N e
» China’s View of the Internatlon,dl“I Or:f

- Equal say in how ruIes«ane, formulated — space / deep-sea
' | intellectual property /

mining / climate change / cyberﬂ

sovereignty issues el ‘% ™
~ =Inconsistent ap I|c tm,,n' 'ﬁ%w“rules are applied — human
rights , & =
“De.-veloplng |?n\”"’s“t'fa‘§1%a ern»ﬂ ence over policy
. Mindset"“?"f: \ ” ﬁv
- Power of & pulation Size il
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2 200km e Reefs China has said it was bU|Id|ng into artificial islands

CHINA §e TAIWAN

CHINA'S "9-DASH LINFE’
| MARITIME CLAIM

South China Sea
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Military and Nuclear Capacity
. Air combat headquarters

4. Air force base

ﬁ Army corps deployment

@ Naval headquarters

: o
Site of nuclear i.th'&ngynl*y

J’ Mt hase o; unggmgl weapon test on
* Chemical weapons facility October 9, 2006 IV * |
| Missite facility “Yangjs gl"‘"ﬂ \
|® Nuclear reactor site S @ {
Nuclear reactor * | —
[ under construction * +Kanggye ?Esuﬁ iy
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KEY:
¥ Explosive test site
A Missile launch site

@ Reactor (light-water)
® Reactor (gas-graphite)
® Research/development

Punggye-ri
Location of previous
nuclear tests

O

Yongjo-ri

® Reprocessing o Sept.9
Uranium Kanggye Korea The U.S. Geological Survey A
enrichment National Defence reported a 5.3 magnitude Musudan-ri
College tremor at 0030 GMT
Chonma-san
Kumho-chigu
@
Panghyon Airfield
. Yongbyon @
Tongchang-ri ._‘{ o0 ¢ Hamhyung University
A 7Y of Chemical Industry
Taechon Pakchon
NORTH KOREA
Pyongsong
@
Pyongyang
@ Kim Il Sung University
® Kimchaek University
of Technology
® MCG-20 Cyclotron «—— Demilitarised Zone
Sea of Japan
East Sea
SOUTH KOREA
T 25 miles
Seou} 25 km
Northern Limit Line

Sources: Nuclear Threat Initiative; Federation of American Scientists; U.S.-Korea Institute, Johns Hopkins University; USGS.

Staff. 09/09/2016
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Economic Warfare &
Espionage

« Economic Dominance |
#
- Use of resources to cOemq;behawors and actions
- Belt & Road Initiative T,
- Current economic status| th"Chma anemic growth
projections to sustamxtﬁe e(?onomy

« Manufacturing Dominance / C@t P_' d Rare-Earth Minerals
- Regional trading pﬁﬂners‘&— wan / Japan / Australia
- Defense industry |mp5$1"‘a‘"ﬂ'hm4tatlons
- Nation buﬂdlng/and elmga,gemeli \
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Supply Chains
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* De-escalation vs. Decoupling . .
- Global economy |mpat:tSr
- COVID-19 highlighted sug .y chaln vulnerabilities
- Onshoring vs. Tran‘sfer HSI quwo | Vietnam / India
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« Market Forces \ w H /
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Russia Involvement
in International Affairs

 Ukraine i
- War on the Europea nC




How military control of Ukraine has changed
Feb 2022: Before the invasion Mar 2022: Russia’s rapid advance
RUSSIA - Sumy
@ .O % A
Kylv Y R Kharkiy
UKRAINE
Kherson
| o
-~ ' Mariupol

Nov 2022: Ukraine regains ground Dec 2023: Stalemate on front line

200km

200 miles
Kyi\7 Kharkive Kyi\7
A Bakhmut—:
Kherson Kherson

i )i Google

Russian military control Held or regained by Ukraine
Limited Russian military control [ Russia annexed Crimea in 2014

Russian-backed separatist-held areas

Note: Areas held or regained by Ukraine were reset by the Institute
for the Study of War (ISW) on 12 May 2023

Source: Institute for the Study of War BB



Assessed Control of Terrain in the Russo-Ukrainian War

October 14, 2025 at 1:30 PM ET

. vh ihiv.e~ =
L ‘Chern\l}t;l.v

T

Lvive

Kyiv
Vinnytsia e Ukraine M
Dniproe
Hungary Donetskés
Zaporizhzhia e
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Moldova SV ‘«Mariupol
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)
Melitopg@

Romania

Sevastopol

Black Sea

1,000 Kilometers

] PN 1 1 1 |
Mapi)y\ge%)rgerBdrr\os. Kalcfi‘l_l}:na Stepanenko, Daniel Mealie, Harrison Hurwitz,
gl%enjamin Cordola, I)avid‘SéIgulcrl, Quinn Deutschendorf, Lea Corticchiato, Megan Fwert,
Nathaniel Kramer, Carolyn Weinstein, Braden Barnett, and Ethan Lloyd

© 2025 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project
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=== Ukraine
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Russian-controlled Ukrainian
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Ukrainian Territory

Significant Fighting in the Past 24
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Russia Involvement
in International Affairs

« Ukraine gt
- War on the European Céﬁ'ﬂ inent:
- Trilateral Statement./ Buda' est Memorandum
- Support for Iran / Dbstabi ization.of Middle East

- Weapons productlon \% 4 eslrmssﬂes

» Syria — Fall of Assad regime / /Ie o

- Ahmed al-Sharaa. régime_ w& :
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Key National Security Issues
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Iranian Nuclear Weapons
Development

* Nuclear Agreement — Joint Com ehenswe Plan of Action
- US Withdrawal from JCPO Reglonal Impact / Signatories
- Military Bases — no{inclqdﬂd
- Ballistic Missile Technolgg*ly not"included
- Coordination with North: Kémea/ missile/warhead

- US Strikes on Nuclear Famhtne‘s % <l 3
- Disrupt and dlsable*’enﬂl-eehmnﬁi capablllty
- Targets: ol o 3 |
. Fordowa,Uranlu ) Enrichm ‘
T - NataM,NlJclear aanFy( W
an Nuclear Te!!fm“ology Center

 North Korea Is

- Continued — nuclear weapons and




- ARMENIA ‘\_’ AZERBALJAN — ,Baku Tehran: Ui‘BEKISTAN
Bonab: | Mo-Allem Kalayeh: ||Karaj: Kalaye Electric: enrichment e
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Development | research center research Sharif University research e S
P ! 26 < Atomic Energy of Iran N
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Iranian Involvement
in Middle East Instability

* Israel — October 7t AttacksIN ‘éar threshoIdIHamas/
Black Swan N e
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« Syria — Troops in Combat / Coo d” nallon with Russia / Fall of
. Assad regime £ sb
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Key National Security Issues
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* National Security Framework #I ME
r"-':"n'

» Current National Debt — 2024 ,‘3‘?*:1’7‘Trillion (est.)

- China - International LanTal,”,, n/South China Sea / North
Korea /| Economic Warfqrg and Esplonage | Supply
Chains D

 Russia — Crimea / Ukrampaq{-h\\%;e & NATO | Syria / Middle East

é Iran Iran Nuclear Agreem@nfbl Nucllar Faglllty Strike / North
a Nexus #[sr@ell wralll’é‘ﬁ\éﬁﬁi.Lebanon

: e ,i"f.::"‘w L
: l Cyber Command./ DHS
oD ,’/I.b/orltles | Criminal Activity
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Hybrid Warfare

* Definition i
kil _'#
- Combination of conventi’ohal and unconventional
methods, including m|I|tar& opei'atlons cyber warfare,
disinformation campaigns, and bgonomlc pressure.

- Non-attribution is the k,e.y&,tg)ggle Denial of origin to
gain strategic advantages mthodmsprtmg to full-scale
conventional warfare T

P 7’”’ : LC’I , E " ! \
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Information Warfare

|

* Definition L
- Information warfare is an operation conducted to gain
an information advantage over fﬁé"‘b’pp’qr!‘ent It consists in
controlling one’s own mformatmn space, protecting access to
one’s own information, while adqumng and using the opponent’s
information, destroying their mfm:' pn systems and
disrupting the mformatlomffmy.

Fhl#mw

y ran 3 3 B <,
 Recent Uses J ‘ l 1 N )g A ».\1
= ‘ )_.aﬂ y g ‘v,:'phﬂ"
- Russia - Social Me?:lla Tadlr Farms /| DNC Hack - Hillary

- Iran - Rac ist Organizations recruiting
- China —( aid off Federal Workers / 2024
Election propaganda S=—



Cyber Warfare

* Definition |
S

- Cyber warfare consists of hostlle or disruptive activities
conducted through dlgltal\means usuauy by nation-states or
state-backed actors, intended to dlsrupt damage, or gain
advantage over another country’s crltical systems. Typical
targets: Economic systems netw' nlﬁs infrastructure,
databases, and digital commum atic

F.l., L8 A~

J ; ‘
=/ _L::,j“ e N
* Recent Uses o, damsalh ga
Lﬁ( St
- Russia — Gell‘glg and ralk,"",. s complement Kinetic

attacks / NATO - targe ort for‘Ukralne /| non- NATO
government deste e
= lran - US
- China-C




Cyber Security
and National Security

* United States Cyber Command (U‘ YBERCOM)
- Full Combatant Comrhand a$ May,a} 2018
- Plan, coordinate, mtegrate ;éai, nchr nize full spectrum
military operations in cyb@rfdem in

- Coordinate DoD act|V|t|es \dtl%,lijg others

'.h -hn .EEI

o Department of Homelar}d Sec§z|ty DHS) 8

e Natlonal Cybersecurity and Commut cathns Integratlon
: e W“e I 4 s
, y VEEET ,M'-h : }‘( P "
o "l‘*- ‘ ,/,:) ’ I | 1 ¥ ',.. - A w4
it priorities vs. Bus .iaas access and trust
' cess to'lnC| entslevents
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Cyber Security
and National Security

e China e :7:‘7'“‘
- Surpassed Russia, Iran, ‘N -r h'Korea in Cyber Attacks
- “Gloves Off” Assessment'— Economic / Financial /
Industrial / Mlllﬁary/ I%%earcﬁ'& Development
- Coordinated Long-Ran é Strategy

- Tariffs = National Secu rltgy Response to Threats

- Department of Defense Exp: d'Cy
- Preventive Attacks | ""‘"ﬁ""” sy

- “Defend Forward” - i) 2

- U.S. Declines to Slgn Bﬁﬁ iti

/ Cyberaﬁ’%s}‘

i Diseduiaging Use of
i Pﬁgfvg g

- Active Enl -
- US Declarative Poli ptions




Key National Security Issues
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* National Security Framework D IME

« Current National Debt — 2024 @5 17 Tr|II|on (est.)

* China - International LabVITalw,an 1 SOuth China Sea / North
Korea / Economic Warfarg and Esplonage | Supply

Chains o
Y ‘3’ ’”. i.”’

* Russia — Crlmea/Ukralm-I-F.ur NATOISyriaIMiddIe East

* Iran — Iran Nuclear A‘{greeménfbl Nucllar Faglllty Strike / North
Korea Nexus [‘!Srpel #d SWrra I)Iéﬁ*nérﬁ{ Lebanon

. Hybrid I Irifor natior er W arfare | Cyber Command./ DHS
Coordinatk oD A f'tb/orltles / Criminal Activity

China ex ol

St e &

A Rt
At

o : covesy |
NS a2 Sl



Space Command
and National Security

* United States Space Command ( ’ACECOM)
- Initial Operating Capablllty aé“ 7 Combatant Command as of
August 24, 2021 \ B e
- Responsible for military opgratlons |ri‘space
- Coordinate DoD act|V|t|es\w.;th DHS Commerce, others

* Space-based Capabilities . 2 :-§-,
- Protect assets from af.ta',gg _SE ina | Russia
- Defeat adversary pace capabi 'i”%leS“‘_
- Ensure US space’ systerﬁs degrade racefully, if attacked
- Reccnstltute sp _&e basedwpahﬂ fg (a timely manner
Jeny ,versar,usg gfs‘pa@e §Tems ‘to monitor, track, and
enaﬁl’e attacks on - éd 7systems

il },

iy ——
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Major National Security
Factors '!'oday

* President — Republican . = =y
» Senate — Republican — conflrm"" tfon / filibuster issues
« House of Representatives — Re!pabllcan . barely
LN
* Divided Government = Compr&,ms? Government . . maybe
‘\\
 Hyper-partisan Actions weqé(en Natlonal Security

f“ ,,., |.y Y 5 5

 Increased Pressure on Qbf &‘ldlng Man/Train/Equip vs.
Combatant Comr?ander £;nlssmn rTulrements

k)

o Depathent of De nse A“bﬁ’ﬁg'tlomsya&e“' ]:"1

o Health Care I'F ticz 'V". t‘xl Entitlement Reform

* Manufacturingffine







Follow Commander
Lippold at

www.Kirklippold.com

Facebook
Twitter: @KirkLippold

FRONT BURNER

is available at

Amazon.com
BarnesandNoble.com
BlackstoneAudio.com



http://www.kirklippold.com
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